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Introduction
Poetry as Commemoration is a project that engages poetry as a means to deepen 
our collective understanding of Ireland’s past and to explore a challenging period of 
history relating to the War of Independence and Civil War. 

In partnership with Poetry Ireland, Poetry as Commemoration will host a series 
of creative writing workshops in schools and with community groups. These 
workshops will be inspired by archives and other primary source material from the 
revolutionary period which are held in Archives and Libraries across the island 
of Ireland.

Archives are the documentary evidence of past events. This evidence can be kept 
in the form of personal letters, administrative records, accounts, reports, draft 
manuscripts or photographs. Libraries hold printed ephemera such as election 
pamphlets and newspapers which are also primary sources. These documents 
provide a tangible link with the past and working with this type of material can be 
emotive and inspiring for users.

This document pack contains a small selection of such materials in a variety of 
formats. It includes photographs, letters, administrative applications, a report, a 
newspaper and an extract from a memoir.  

Items have been chosen from various types of archives and libraries, including 
national institutions as well as University Libraries, the Military Archives and County 
Council Archives. The documents in this pack refer to events across the island of 
Ireland during both the War of Independence and Civil War period.  

The first part of the pack includes the image with a caption and some contextual 
information. The appendix contains copies of the documents. These copies can be 
printed and used in the workshop by the workshop facilitators.

Poetry as Commemoration is an initiative of the Irish Poetry Reading Archive at UCD. 
Library and supported by the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
& Media under the Decade of Centenaries programme. 

Photograph by W.D. Hogan of three Irish Free State Army members 
in offensive position on the stairs of a building
Collection: Desmond FitzGerald Photographs
Reference: P80/PH/40
Archive: UCD Archives
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Facade of Sunner’s Pharmaceutical and Dispensing Chemist 
at 31 Patrick Street, Cork, destroyed by the Black and Tans  
Date: 15th December 1920
Collection: Hogan Wilson Collection
Reference: HOGW 153
Archive: National Library of Ireland

On the night of 11-12 
December, 1920, 
57 premises in the centre of 
Cork City were destroyed 
by fire in a reprisal by Crown 
forces during the War of 
Independence. This became 
known as the Burning 
of Cork.

This photo shows ruined 
buildings & the facade of 
Sunner’s Pharmaceutical & 
Dispensing Chemist at 31 
Patrick St., Cork after the 
attack. In the centre stands a 
boy selling newspapers.

Read more: The Burning 
of Cork City T, 11-12 Dec. 
1920 - UCC Atlas of the Irish 
Revolution (web)
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Letter from the Officer Commanding of the IRA in Listowel 
County Kerry detailing activities of the Black and Tans 
Date: 14th May 1921
Collection: Administrative files of the early Dáil Éireann Secretariat, 1919-1922
Reference: DE/2/436(011)
Archive: National Archives of Ireland

Written on 14 May 1921, 
this letter from the Officer 
Commanding the IRA in 
Listowel, Co. Kerry, details 
recent activities of the Black 
& Tans,

It describes how a group of 
Black & Tans captured four 
IRA men returning from a 
mission and shot three of the 
unarmed men dead in a field. 
The fourth, C. Dee, escaped 
when the rifle of the man 
opposite him failed.

Attached to this account is a 
memo from Michael Collins 
to the Dept. of Propaganda 
noting that the report could 
be used to illustrate abuses 
by enemy forces.

Resource: Who were the 
Black & Tans? March 1920 - 
History Ireland  
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Letter from E.D. MacAdams, North of Ireland Publishing Co 
to Eoin O’Duffy 
Date: 27th July 1921
Collection: Superintendent Joseph Murray private papers
Reference: P/183/3/7/2
Archive: Donegal County Council Archives

Written on the 27th of July, 
1921, this letter to Eoin O’Duffy, 
Liaison Officer with the IRA, 
details the robbery of a printing 
machine from The North of 
Ireland Publishing company. 
In the letter, Eily Mac Adams 
explains that she has knowledge 
that the IRA dismantled the 
machine to halt the production 
of Derry business cards as part 
of a boycott against particular 
firms trading with Belfast. 

In August 1920 Dáil Éireann 
imposed a boycott of goods 
from Belfast in response to 
the treatment of Catholics in 
Belfast.

Printing presses were important 
instruments in the propaganda 
war. warIIndependence and 
Civil War.
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Ná Bac Leis  
Date: September 1921
Collection: UCD-OFM Irregular News
Reference: 2 OFM 0042A
Archive: UCD Special Collections

The newspaper shows how 
internees passed the time 
writing poems, ballads, and 
crafting rings or macrame 
bags. Many also attended 
Irish classes.

Read more on this topic: 
Internment, Imprisonment 
and Escape (Museum.ie) 

Ballykinlar Internment Camp 
1920-21 (Kildare.ie)



9

POETRY AS COMMEMORATION DOCUMENT PACK

Sepia photograph of the wedding party 
at the marriage of Kevin O’Higgins and Brigid Cole
Collection: Papers of Kevin O’Higgins
Reference: P197/183
Archive: UCD Archives

Wedding photo of 
Kevin O’Higgins and Brigid 
Cole, Carmelite Church, 
Whitefriar Street, Dublin, 27 
October, 1921.

In June 1922, civil war broke 
out in Ireland dividing friends 
and family members into Pro- 
and Anti-Treatyites.

O’Higgins supported Michael 
Collins and the Anglo-Irish 
Treaty becoming minister 
for economic affairs in 
January 1922. 

His groomsmen, Rory 
O’Connor and Eamon de 
Valera, however were against 
the Treaty.

14 months after  his wedding, 
O’Higgins signed a death 
warrant for his best man and 
school friend, Rory O’Connor, 
in light of his actions in the 
Four Courts in June 1922.

UCD Archives P198/183 

Kevin O’Higgins (Dictionary 
of Irish Biography) 
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Pension application form of Annie Coyne of Aughagower, 
Westport, Co. Mayo
Date: 30th May 1951
Collection: Military Service Pensions Collection
Reference: MSP34REF51978 
Archive: Military Archives

Pension application form of 
Annie Coyne of Aughagower, 
Westport, Co. Mayo, in which 
she gives an account of her 
activities as a member of 
Cumann na mBan during the 
War of Independence and 
Civil War. 

Further reading: Cumann 
na mBan and the War of 
Independence - RTE
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The Four Courts façade : view from Merchants’ 
Quay showing damage to the west wing 
Date: 30th June 1922
Collection: Desmond Fitzgerald Photographs 
Reference: P80/PH/30
Archive: UCD Archives

On 28 June, 1922, Irish 
National Army troops 
attacked anti-treaty forces 
known as ‘Irregulars’ who 
had occupied the Four 
Courts since April. The attack 
marked the beginning of the 
Civil War.

This photograph shows 
damage to the west wing of 
the complex.

Further reading: The Assault 
on the Four Courts, 28 June, 
1922 - RTE Century Ireland 
(web)
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Poblacht na h-Eireann War News, No. 1
Date: 28th June 1922
Collection: UCD-OFM Irregular News
Reference: 2OFM  0045 
Archive: UCD Special Collections
Additional resource: Large format image

This is the first issue of the 
anti-treaty propaganda 
newspaper Poblacht na 
h-Eireann War News.

 It captures the mood and 
intent of the  anti-treaty 
forces who had occupied the 
Four Courts after the shelling 
in June 1922. 

This newspaper continued 
to be published daily 
throughout the civil war 
period giving a great insight 
to the perspective and daily 
activities of the anti-treaty 
forces.
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In Memoriam Michael Collins
Date: 1922
Collection: 
Reference: UCD SC 34/Va/4/31 
Archive: UCD Special Collections

Ballad sheet in memory 
of Michael Collins printed 
during the Civil War period. 

Michael Collins was a 
signatory of the Anglo-Irish 
Treaty and Commander in 
Chief of the Free State Army.

Further reading: Funeral of 
Michael Collins - RTE
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Extract from Notes on the Civil War by John Waldron 
Date: 1923 and 1972
Collection: John Waldron memoir
Reference: GS 12/10 
Archive: Galway County Council Archive

Extract from a 72 page typed 
notebook entitled Notes on 
the Civil War by John Waldron 
of Tuam Co. Galway. 

The notebook relates to 
military activities such as 
ambushes, attacks and 
shootings that took place in 
Tuam and the surrounding 
areas during the Civil War.  

This page refers to the 
execution of the so called 
Tuam martyrs who were 
executed in Tuam by Free 
State Forces in April 1923.
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Letter from Marion O’Malley Ernie O’Malley’s mother to 
Richard Mulcahy 
Date: 1st November 1923
Collection: Ernie O’Malley papers
Reference: UCD A P17a/289
Archive: UCD Archives

Letter from Marion O’Malley, 
Ernie O’Malley’s mother 
to Richard Mulcahy, 
Commander in Chief of the 
Free State Army, in which she 
states that should any of her 
3 imprisoned sons die, 
she would have him indicted 
for murder.

Ernie O’Malley was assistant 
chief of staff of the anti-
treaty IRA.

Further reading: 
Ernie O’Malley (Dictionary of 
Irish Biography)
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Mr Eoin O’Duffy, Liaison Officer, Irish.

A ċara, 

Since last communicating with you it has occurred to me that you might be able to help in a 
matter in which progress has hitherto seemed impossible. I am not sure that it comes within your 
province, so I will be brief. Some time in May, a machine belonging to the firm was dismantled, 
carefully, and parts removed. It was the ordinary machine in use for printing above papers and 
also “An Dail” though this particular one had not been re-started after my release. No explanation 
was given. We had evidence that it was not the work of Crown forces and I have since discovered 
by personal enquiries that it was the work of the I.R.A. I admit it is not the way of the I.R.A to work 
underground, as it were, and it took much to convince me that they were the authors. Now we 
see the reason for their action. We had been publishing Derry business cards, as enclosed, and 
it appears some of the firms were on a boycott list for trading with Belfast. We were not asked to 
withdraw them, though at the end of June we did receive such an order regarding about six firms 
which we obeyed.

My father is editor of above newspapers and proprietor also. My interest lies in the fact that 
while the parts of the machine are missing I cannot hope to start my paper again, for, though we 
have rigged up a machine it has no speed.

Perhaps under the terms of the truce the I.R.A. would return the parts if the local 
commandant was so instructed.

I am trying to conquer financial difficulties so far insuperable, in the hope of re-starting and 
if the mechanical difficulty is also in my way I cannot but abandon the project. The loss of all 
books etc. in raids was a serious blow financially and headquarters has no money to spare for 
propaganda newspapers so I do not really see my way, but the restoration of the machine would 
be a help.  

We were innocently in fault, so I hope if this matter is within your province you will see what 
you can do.

     Is mise do ċara,

      Eily D. MacAdams

DERRY WEEKLY NEWS
DONEGAL VINDICATOR
DONEGAL INDEPENDENT
FERMANAGH NEWS

The North of Ireland Publishing Co.
     
East Port,
      
Ballyshannon, 27th July, 1921.

Item 4 Transcribed
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Well I joined the comanamon in Aughagower When a Branch was first formed in 1918 i attended 
classes there in the 2 folowing years and lecturs given by a docter Shannon, and Dr Lavin lerning 
to bandige and all kinds of first aid.

Helped in colecting funds and organising dances

When the Flying Column was formed my home was in constant use by its members and i washed 
cooked and attended for them 

get out of bed at late hours of the night to provide bed for them and stay up all night to have a 
look out for them for fear of the Black and Tans.

I done all kind of despatch work some very dangres, provided food, fags, and everything they 
needed and all that was done by me in my parents home and me or my parents never received 
one penny from any Body

When the war started again in 1922 my home was again in constant use by those men i had to 
nurse mind cook wash provide bed do all kind of despatch work and help them in every way and 
rely i think i shoud be entiteld to some thing as i rely did every thing i could do in Both Fights and 
now i am geting old so i would Be glad if you could help me.

Thank you

Mrs. Annie Coyne 
Arderry, Aughagower 
Westport, Co. Mayo 
May, 30, 1951.

Item 7 Transcribed
Military Service Pension Application of Mrs Annie Coyne.
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St Kevins

Iona Drive

November 1st 1923

Sir, 

My sons – Ernest, Cecil and Patrick O’Malley – are on hunger strike - Ernest is in Kilmainham 
- lying at deaths door.  He has been in jail for twelve months.  And seriously wounded 
before he was arrested. 

I repeat those particulars already well known to you to impress on you the danger of a 
sudden collapse in his case.  Cecil and Patrick imprisoned – because they were Ernest 
O’Malleys brothers, without trial or charges.  I warn you solemnly that if my sons die, I shall 
take steps to have you indicted for their murder.

Signed 

Marion O’Malley 

Witnessed by 
Lena Cuffe 
Aurelia Godsil

Item 4 Transcribed
Letter from Marion O’Malley, Ernie O’Malley’s mother, to Richard Mulcahy.





Cover image:  
Title: ‘Photograph by W.D. Hogan of a group of Irish Free State Army 
soldiers sitting and reclining on the road, possibly near a check point’.
Collection: Desmond FitzGerald Photographs
Reference: P80/PH/63
Archive: UCD Archives


